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Challenges facing the EAAE:
The EAAE is the central academic society for agricultural economists in Europe. It has a great tradition and a
successful history. However, there are several challenges the EAAE is currently facing with. First of all, the
importance and role of agricultural economics as a profession is changing, and it seems we have to reevaluate
our focus and research agenda towards more interdisciplinary fields and activities. Second, in current turbulent
times, there is a high need for more evidence-based research in agricultural economics, assessing past trends
and responding to future challenges. Third, I see a huge challenge in attracting and addressing the needs of
young researchers and academics, especially in Central and Eastern Europe and the Balkans, together with
increasing their activities in EAAE.

What I would like to see achieved in the next Board period (September 2020 – August 2023):
One of the most important tasks that I see is to enhance communication with young researchers in the early
stages of their careers and provide them dedicated seminars, webinars and on-line platforms to communicate
and learn from each other. Reduced fees and sometimes even free of charge on-line events might attract those
from low-income regions and institutions unable to cover the costs of traditional events, especially regarding
colleagues coming from Central and Eastern European and the Balkans. The Board might also create a platform
assisting research cooperation and knowledge exchange of EAAE members along specific topics. Moreover, links
with other regional organisations (e.g. in Africa, Asia, Latin America) can be strengthened together with the
exchange of best practices.

