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Challenges facing the EAAE:
During the last almost 50 years, the EAAE has successfully responded to changes that
has taken place both at the European and world food systems. The quantity and scientific
quality of EAAE activities have not stopped growing. Main topics addressed in those
activities have shifted to respond to societal needs. Although I have not served for the
Board, I have actively participated in EAAE activities since my first poster at the
Conference at Lake Balaton in 1987. Since then, I have participated in all triennial
Conferences. From this experience, if I had to identify the main challenges facing the
EAAE, I would highlight the following:
 To strength the long-term financial position of the EAAE. This means that EAAE
has to keep providing not only high quality research to better understand
European and world food systems but also to provide to junior and senior
agricultural economists attractive incentives to encourage and to keep
membership, respectively.
 To strength relationships with other disciplines but also with other international
agricultural economics associations. Food systems face more complex and global
challenges, which cannot be addressed exclusively from a social science or an
European perspectives. The EAAE will have to facilitate activities encouraging
interactions with other scientists to provide global solutions to complex problems.
 To strength teaching and education activities. A significant share of members work
at Universities and face continuously new challenges related to programs design,
teaching strategies, the use of ITCs,…. The EAAE should facilitate the exchanges
of experiences among members. Moreover, it could facilitate the celebration of
joint undergraduate and graduate activities like summer schools,… to promote
membership.
What I would like to see achieved in the next Board period (September 2020 –
August 2023):
Taking into account the challenges I have mentioned, the time horizon of three years and
the already large amount of activities that are sponsored by the EAAE, I would like to
contribute by encouraging the implementation of a few initiatives to further enhance the
value of EAAE to external stakeholders (society) as well as to keep the interest of current
members and to attract new potential members to guarantee the long term financial
positon of the EAAE.
 Encouraging the organization of activities on specific themes with close
collaboration with other scientists from agricultural, food, environmental and
climate disciplines; for instance in the framework of Horizon Europe research
Framework

 Encouraging the organization of activities co-organized with the private sector.
EAAE has consolidated a good reputation in the policy arena. However, it has to
strength the relationships with the agribusiness.
 Encouraging some activities related to teaching and education issues as well as
facilitating the collaboration among members to promote and design join masters
or PhD programs at EU level
 Maintaining and reinforcing the PhD workshops but allowing young researchers to
have more space in triennial conferences (PhD prizes, for instance)
 Improving the communication between the EAAE and members and between EAAE
and the Society. To do that, I would allocate some budget to an open call to
design the communication strategy of EAAE to gain external and internal visibility
 2025 will be the 50th anniversary of the first EAAE Conference. In the incoming
period (2020-23), significant efforts have to be allocated to celebrate this
significant event.

